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THE ASSEMBLY cidd
STATE OF NEW YORK e
| 4
ALBANY P
BURTON Q. HECHT
o June 4, 1971
BO CADT 4347 BTHEKY
NEW YORK, N, Y. 10017
Y'URON B-4733 - 47434
Honorable Michael Whiteman =

Counsel to the Govarnor
Executlve Chambers

The Capitol

Albany, New York

‘Re: Senate Reprint 30,052, Amending A. 7005-A

Dear Mr.. Whiteman!

Enclosed pleass find memorandum in support of the above
b11l which is commonly known as the Calandra-Hecht bill to save
the specialized high schools in the City of New York,

When the bill was debated in the Assembly there was
conglderabla objectlon by Black and Puerto Rican Assemblymen
concerning a clmuse in the bill 1imiting the Diacovery Program
in these schools to fourteen per cent of the students who were
accepted under the regular procedurs.

After the bill passed the Assembly, Senator Calandra and
T conferred with the Black and Puerto Rican members of the Asasembly
and the Senate and we agreed to amend the blll to ellminate the
fourteen per cent limit in the Discovery Program,

The bill was amended in the Senete and this.controversial
clanse was removed thereby continuing the discretion of the Board
of Education with regard to he number of students who can: be
admitted under the Dlscovery Program. B

After the bill was smended the Black and Puerto Rican
pssemblymen withdrew their objeations to the bill, The bill .then
passed the Senate by a vote of 49 to 3 and was returned to the
Assembly for its consideration of the amended bill,

The bill passed the Assembly without debate by a vote of
142 to 5. In fact Assemblyman Ramos and Assemblymen Wright, who
are two of the leading spokesmen of the Puerto Rlsan and Black
leglslators set forth to the entire body that they epproved the
bill and congratulated me and the other co-sponsors for eliminating
the controveraial clause in the bill. They further stated that
they support the continusnce ol the specialized high achoola.in tha

Ccity of New Yorlt.
rv s
‘»'k;
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Honorable Michael Whiteman -2 Juna L, 1971

It is respectlfully requeasted that the CGovernor slgn
this bill into law. )

Respectfully submitted,
//€ZL44¢: ffiﬂfyé;bi)w_’

BURTON G. HEGHT
Member of Assembly

BGH: sk
Encs.

(14
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THE ASSEMBLY
STATE OF NEW YORK
ALBANY

BURTON o, HECHT
83AP ABBLMOLY DIBTRICT
HAONX COUNTY Juns } 1 1
BO CAST 434 ATRELT 4.’ 97
NEW YORK,N.Y. i0D|7
YURGN 8-4733 - 4734

MEMORANDIM IN SUPPORT OQF SENATE REPRINT 30,052 AMENDIRG

ASSEMBLY ‘BILL A. 7005-A

The purposs of this bill 1a to preserve and save the four
apecialized high sechools in the City of Naw York, The four achools
involved are the Bronx High School of Sclence, Stuyvesant High -
3chool, Brooklyn Techrilocal High School and the Florello H, LaGuardla
High School of Music and the Arts. _

. Bronx High School of Science, Stuyvssant High School and
firooklyn Technical High School were established many years ago for
the special purpose of encouraging and developing atudents who were
interested and talented in sclence and mathematica, The Florelle H.-
Laluardia High School of Music and the Arts was created for the
special purpoge of encouraging and developing students who *rare
interestad and talentsd In wusic and ert.

The history of the United States and the world during the
paat thirty years has dramatized the role of sclence and mathematics
in“every fleld of human-endeavor and have underlined the need to:
develop the natlon's resources of talent in all aress, but:particu-
larly in the fields of sclence and mathematlus, With this in view,
the Bronx High School of Sclence, Stuyveaant High Sehool and e N
Brooklyn Technienl High Echool offer speclal curriculum opportunltieas,
special facllitles and special guldance counsellng to develop sclence
and mathematica talent to its potential, The same opportnnitiss are
offered in the flelds of music and art st the Fiorello H, LaGuardia
High School of Muslc and the Arts,

The experience of thess schools haa shown that when
students Wwith a favorable initial dispositicun towards wcilence,
mathematics, muglc and art are expoaed to the rich programs in these
areag, large numbers of them are motivated to make thely carecrs in
these fislds. At the same tims, the educational programs of these
schools are sufficiently broad to avold narrow specialization and %o
snable those who complete it to becoms well rounded human beinge.

The bill mandates into the law the four speclalized high
schools and any other specialized high schools which the Board of
Edncation may designate from time to time. The bill further

{15
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mandates competlitive, objective ord scholastic achievement examina-
tions as the bsais for admissicrn to tho Bronx- High 3chool of Soience,
Stuyvesent High School and Brooklyn Teshnl!cal High School,
Candldates for admisaion to the Florello H, LaGuardia High Sohool of
Music and the Arts are regquired to pass compebtitive exmminations in
music and/or the arts. In swddlitlon, the bill includes the Diacovery
Program presently in existwnce whareby disadvantaged students are
admitted each year. These studants, in order to qualify for the
Discovery Program, must take the regular compatitive entrance
examination and score below the cut-off point for regular admission,
must be certified by their local achool as belng digsedvantaged, must
be recommended by their local schocl aa having high potential for the
apeciel high school program and must atlend and pass a swmmer prapara=
tory program sdministored by the speclal high school involved, (These
are the procedures created by the Bsard of Education presently in
exlstei.ce with roegerd to sach of the four specialized high achools,)

At the present time entrance sexaminations to each of the
schoola ere open to any chlld in the City of New York in either the
elpghth or ninth yeur of ztudy attending a publiec, paroochial or »
private schiol, The sompetitive, scholastlc examinations are pre~-
pared by a reputable profeaslonal testing sorvice, the Columbia
Testing Ssrvice of the Teachers College at Columbia University.

The examination 18 marked by machine and the results forwarded to the
indivldual schools, Candidates for admliassion are judged on the basis
of their scoresa on the admlssion test. The cut-off point on the
pxaminotion is deiermined solely by counting down from the top score
to. the number ol ecandldates who will be admitted. Ethnic and
religibus backgrounds have nothing to do wiih admission. to these
schools. In lact there 18 no way for any of the schools to know the
ethaic, racial or rellglous background of any of its applicanta ainoce
nr candidate 1s Iinterviewed prior to acceptances and no such informa-
tion appears on the application, The Fiorello H. LaGuardia  School of
Music mand the Arts conducts thelr own examinations with regard to
acceptance besed upon talent in music and/or the arts,

This bill will not prevent the Board of Education from
chunging the nrganization retalned to prepare the examinations nor
would it prevent the Board from changlng the type of examination
glven or the contents of same, but sald examination must be a
competitive, objective, scholastic achlevement examination,

The bill doess not limit the number of students admitted
under the Discovery Program., This 1s left to the disorstion of the

Board of Education.

During the past ten or rifteen years there have been a
number o! threats made by politlicel pressure groups to the continued
existence ol the four speclalized high schools. Appearing Tfrequently
in the guise of something completely different, these contiruous
pttacks have been the cause for deep and aroused concern of perents,
students, Taculty, alumni and all those who balleve in educational
excellence, 'Those repeated attacks have dilverted countless hours and
snormous snergy of the people associated with the specialized high

{io
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achools whose apparsnt "ocrime'" appears to have been the -excellent
gducatlion they have provided for thousands of youngsters in thinm
Clty, without discrimination, save the one based on demonstrated
capacity to use effectivoly the brrnad programs available in the
four specianlized high schools,

The High School Division of ths Board of Fdusation has
conduc ted numerous investigations with regard to these unfounded
attacks made against the specialized high schools. They have always
given thess four schools a clean ki1ll of health,

Recently another baseless and reckless afitack was made by
a superintendant of a looal school diskrict in the City of New York,
Although Chancellor 3cribner refuted cach and every charge made, in
a letter to the asourcs of the attack, he still saw it to place
another cloud over the heads.of the specislized high achools by
appointing a committee to investigate Uhe schools and their admigalon
procedures. In fact the Chancellor went so far az to hold up
acceptance lettera to students who passed the examinatlions for
admission to the September 1971 term. After s hus and ery wag .
raised in opposition to. the Chancellor's actions, he relented and
permitted the letters of acceptance to be dent out, .As a result, the
continued threat to the four specialized high ‘8chcols remains, and
the Chancellor has been unmoved by ‘any evidence .save his own limited
exporience with these schools whose principals have not been con-

“gulted by him at any point in this process.

It is the opinion of the sponsors of thiw Bill“that the
politiecal preasure groups who continue to attack the four speoinlized
high schoolp inbend to eventually deatroy these schools and their
specianlized status in science, mathematles, mualo and art, The )
Chancellor is being used by these groups as a tool in thelr aventual

goal of destruction,

- The sole purpose ol this lagialation ip to preserve these
apecialized high schools where excellence 1s themoriteris, As other
anademlc high schools and colleges move in the directlion ol more
generalized education, the nesd for specinlized high schools that
provide a thorough grounding in mathematlcs, science, muslc and art
for our future sclentistvs, mathematiciamns, musielans and artiats
wecomes more acute then ever. These highly guecesalul schools
should not therefore be tampered with, but should be permitted to
aontinue their outstanding work in developing the sclence, mathematio
and artistic talents of the young people who are interssted in theseo
vital areas, It is imperative that this bill be snacted into luw
for ths continued existence of these schools,

This bill, which overwhelmingly paased both houses of the
State Leglslature, 1s aupported by the following organizationa:

1. The non-partisen "Citlizons Union'".

2. The principals of the Bronx High School of 3eclence,
Stuyvesant High School, Brooklyn Technlscal High School,
and the Florello H. LaGuardia High School of Music and the
Arta, (Letters and memoranda in support of this blll by
sach of the sald principals are sttaghed hereto.)

{7
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The "New York Daily News", (Editorial attached hereto)
WCB8 - Radlo. (Editorial attached hereto) = ey
The Parenta' Assooiation of each of the four speocimlized
high aochools representing approximately 17,000 students and
tholr parents. - : _ : Coinel

&, Twenty=-three New. York City Councilmen who have signed a.
Resolutlion. requesting the Legislature to pass this.Bill and
the Govsrnor: to ‘sign same into law.. (Copy of Reaolution

attached hereto.)

AR 2C S O

The bill 1s co-uponsored by fifty-seven members of the
New York 3tate Senate and Assembly, Republicans and Democrats,
evidencing a bil-partisan support for same. B
It i@ respectfully:reguested that the Governcr sign this
bill into law, - S
Respectfully submittad;

- ok P

BURTON G. HECHT
Membsar of Assembly

B3H:sk
' Bries .,
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76 WEST 209YH STRELT BRONX, N. Y, 10408
- DR, ALEXANDER TAFFEL
ADM, ASS'TS PRINGIPAL |
————— TELEPHODNME
MR, A, BREINAN
MR. B, MANSON . 2850200

May 26, L1971

¥on, oluon A, Rodkefoller
gtatae Canicol
Aldbany, ¥Wew York

N

Doar Governor nockefelle:r: ‘
I oam urgently requosting our approval of the Calandra-Hocht Bi1l
#530-952 cmending $7005A, T%is bill mdlates the precont oyotom -
of adwisoiens to the Bronx High School of Sciocnce and the other
opoclalizad high schools based upon opon compatitive,objoative eram=-
inations.. It alio continues’ the Discovery Program established at
Sciorice, Stuyvesant, and Crooklyn Tachnical Xigh School which oxw-
tends a spacial opportunity for adwmisgion o dipadvantaged -atudento
of dononpiratad high potential. 4
0}

' fr the twelve vears I have boen wrincipal of the Bront High  School
0f Boience, tho thrcats againet its contlnuance as a gpegialized
Hich school have nover ceased. In ppite of tha school's remarkable

. fecowd, in splto of its hard won nationwide and worldwilde raputation
4oy oxcollence, in spite of the fact Lhat it has boen considered
Wworthy ‘of imitation in the U.$.8.R, in Turkey, in the Philippinco and
in othar countriaeg, our, owil Boards of RBducction have from:iiwe o -
eive mado moves that would.dffectively havo dostroyed tho school by.
converting it into a ragular ox.comprohaengiva h;gh;uchcolgﬁfonly'a
ronkl ago, anothor &ttack was launched seainst the echocl, thio time
via “he ¢nlce charge that its admissions program . diacriMinatory.ﬂ
Although Chancallor Scribuo¥ vofultdd this latect churgo, ha navartholess
nees £34 to launch still ahother investigation of the speclalizod hilgh
gchooles. Oneo agailn the szchool. lives undaeiz 2 cloud and must divaert:
ity creative cnerglas to méek this new challengs inctead of. deveoting
Chem eo ho furthor improvelent of ite cducational program,

nhe timo has come to put an'ond to the pereuwnial war of nerves, That
le “he purpofe ©f tho Calandra-Hecht Bill. That is why £ am asking
vou to sign this bill. .

Youro sinceraely,

CZAiLALa»w-Qufcyﬂ

Aloxundasr Taffol
Princiral

s 19

ACARAD OF EDUCATION » CITY OF NEW YORN
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75 WEST 200Th &TRELET BRONX, N, Y, 10468

1 DA. ALEXANUER TAFFLL
ADM. AS&TSH rHmera
ADM. ASETS TELEPHONE

M A, DREINAN “
MU, MANLON Romeree

MEMORANDUM ON WHY THE CALANDRA~HECHT BILL SHOULD BE SIGNED BY
GOVERNOR ROCIKEFELLER '

x 1. Despite the outstanding recoxd and international reknown of
the Bronx High School of Science, efforts to change its
character and its standards have continued through the years
and are even nhow in progress,

2. »~n admissions program that selects students solely on thelr
demonstrated ability to do well in the spacialized high .. ..!
lavel program of the specialized high schools is essential
to the life of these achools, The present admissions program hac
successfully selected students for more than 20 years and has
demonstrated its validity by selecting students year after vear
who succeed in fulfilling the objactives for whicH the school

. was founded. It is also a proceéedure that guarantees failrness
| and equal consideration to each and every candidate who applies.

3. As the other académic high schools and the colleges move in
the direction of more genarallzed education, tha nead for a
specialized high school.: that provibks a thorough grounding in
mathenatics and science for our future scientlsts and mathema-
tizians becomes more acute than ever. These highly: successful

.. = schools should not therefore be tampered thh but- should be -
permitted to continue their outsuanding work in: developing the
science and mathematics talents of thoers young paople who are
interestéd in those vocational areas, .

10

LORARD OF CDUCATION ' CITY OF NLW YORK
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BODARD OF EDUGAYION OF TH& CITY OF NEW YOUK
BROOKLYN TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL
TWENTYY.NINK PORY GREONE PLACE, DROOKLYN, .Y, 11217
18)00R AUEBRBACH, PNINCIPAL
TuLerHong DAB-BIDD

May 26, 1971

Qovernor Nelson Rockefeller

State Capitol

Albany, New York

Dear Joverncri

I respectfully urge you to sign into law the

Calandra-Hecht Bill, B~30-052, amending 5-7005-A. This would

assurs the contlmuation of the ontstanding speclalized high

schools, including ours, in New York City. Thay provide oppor~

tunities for quality education for all gifted children, including

those who are d:!.sadvnnt.aged.’ Our graduates for the laat fifty

SNy

years have contributed meritorious services to industry, g‘ovem-

ment, and university-life in owr city, state, and nation.

In anticipation of yowr approval of the Calandra-

Hecht Bill, I extend to you the sincerest gratitude of tha

studants, faculty, parents, alumi of our gchool, and community.

LW smon

Yery respectfully yours,

P .
~ j’ﬁ—uw /‘({/’UJ—"‘—-‘—"—"
Louls Welss
Acting Principal

e

o e AT T

e .
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BOARD OF ERUCATION OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
BROOKLYN TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL

TWENTYY-NINK PORT GREENE PLACY, DROOKLYN, N.¥. V117
In1DOR AVULTABACH, PRINCIBAL
TeLzpHonNe BBB-KiBO

June 1, 1971
~ Some Facts About Brooklyn Technical High School

It 1s the only high school of its kind in New York City and its reputation

is worldwlde. It offers courses in various phases of technology: Chemical,.
Eleotrical, Electronics, Structural, Aeronantical, and Machanical Engineering,
Industrial Design, and Architecture. It 1s anticipated that the atudan't
snrollment in September 1971 will be appm:dmataly 6, 000. l.

This school was founded almost fifty yoars agn and admiaaion hau alwa.vs boen
on the basis of an antrance examination, Its alumni occupy prom:!nant.
positions in government, industry, and univeraitien.

The entrance exanination is prepared by Columbia Testing Service and graded

by them. The faculty, students, alumi, and parents of this nohool are .
overwhelmingly in fovor of retaining admission via a sompeti t:!.vu exmina.tion.
Increasing mummbers of disadvantaged children, BHlack, Puorto Rican, and |
Ordental are being admitted each year, mainly through their. guccess in the

entrance examination. They now number nearly 25% of the total student body.

ho

Some students enter the school through the Discovery Progranm., :Thoge din-
advanted students who do not quita pass the entrance axaminat:lon,' but who
are highly recommended by their current schools, are selected for a summer
of remedial work and further evaluation., In previocus ysars they numbered
approximately 5% of the entering class. This September, 1971, we anticipate
a larger group, spproximataly 275 or 13% of the incoming students, A larger
class is heing admitted in order to increase the utilizatdon of our edifice.

Many of the 275 students would not be able to survive in our school without

the remsdial work of ths Ilscovery Ppugram.

e iz (Continued)
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5. The signing of the Calandra~Hecht Bill into law is sssential for the
spurvival of thls school and the maintenance of its high quality of
aducation. Every few years we face threats from l;cal officials and
salf-appointed critics, Too much time and energy must then be qp’q:b by

the Principal and the staff in counteracting. B o

6. Attacks against tho specialized high pchoolms invariably get much atitention
in the news media. This tends o drive more middle class out of tha oity
and many gifted children into p'wochial and privabe l’d.gh schoola. ' This '
year only 30% of thoss who attend parochial schools and have pasaed our
exsmination, have actually cmmitted 'bhem.selvan to’ enro]lment m Sepbamber,
1971, Only if our future is agsured by State law can wa conv:!me pamnts

that the school will be maintained. ' e |

Regpectfully submitted,
/ - - ;
:jj‘éj{_* ,OOM

Louis Welss
Acting Principal

13
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NEW YORE'B JMET SCIENCE HIGI NCIOOL FOUNDED 1004

STUYVESANT HIGH SCHOOL

345 EAST 15TH STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORX 10003 '

LEOWARD J, FIIEDNER, Pamoiray ommnu ‘a-p030

Dear Legislator,

I urge your support of the Callandra - Hecht Fill,
A 7005 S 5668 now before you for connideration. .

:::::

The bi11l will insure the continuation of ‘the high
degree of excellence of our school and the other specialized
high schools in the eity. Further, it would ¢liminate the
perennial Ysword of Damocles" that hangs above the head of
these fine schools which afford all the students of -our .
city the opportunity of a fine education based on an obiec-
tive examlnation. )

I would appreciate your support in maintaining
academlc sxcellence in New York City.

Very trily yours,
)«rﬁ. RISV (= T P/

Oaspar R.. Fabbricante .

Aoting ?rincipul :
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BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK _
THE HIGH SCHOOL OF X

MUSIC AND ART |

A DIVISION OF THE FIORELLO H. LA GUARDIA HIGH SCHOOL OF MUSIC AND THE ARYS
135 STREET AT CONVENT-AVENUE » NEW . YORK 10031
RICHARD A, KLEIN, PRINCIPAL |° PHONE: 9260870 :

Dear Legislator:

Ap Principnl of the LaCuzrdia High School of Muslc and the
Arts (High School of Music and Art and School of. Perferming
Arts) I feel that I must dmpart to you my feelings concerming
the Calandra~Hech} bill (A=T005 and 8-5668) which ias designed
to protect the integrity of the four specialized academic
high schools of New York City. B Y

Over the years our schools have earned a reputation for
axcellence while meeting the specific needs of gifted and

: talented youngsters of every racial and ethnic origin and:

" from every neighborhood in the City. This legislation would

' insure that we be allowed to continue to serve the community
of New York with integrity, free from threat or intimidatien,

The special programs we offer are challenging and demanding.
In order to profit from such a program a youngster mst

demcnetrate some potential snd achlevement in addition to tha

' interest and desize to attend which all of our applicants

possess. I believe the Calandra-Hecht bill will gusrantes ;
that we be allowed to'ocontinve to admit candidates striotly - . - %
on the basis of their ability to profit from our speclal courses ' :
as determined by our entrance examination and I urge your - ' 1
support,

RAKtdc




Case 1:18-cv-11657-ER Document 48-2 Filed 01/17/19 Page 20 of 59

LR T I——
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N : T DAILY NEWS " MONDAY, "MAY 21971 |
) |,
320 B 424 S8 D é!.‘]::}f..m..]ﬁﬂl‘:a.i y S IR
vbllihod dally spcept Bundsy by Hew York 1
O T T e N T R A

Mal' suhscrintion mn par vear| II!' md Sunds Dally 533 Jund
lii M Mmri Pof(-ﬂ- Isl Halet 1’!! o
'_p« AR “‘; lllwrl m rain nbsn[}* lgl'Io bun wtllw.

e MUER OF THE IASIOCIATED PRESS .
TM m«.uw l"t IE nnlriul weclyihvel . .
IM ilocal  news  prin !«s mis mvl‘n:vn‘wl 'l':"ll 1.;" unm“m";f‘w;l'th:t“ |

EEE' "I‘HOSE STANDARDS HIGH

T!_:e_-Stq.te .«Assembly has* npprovui ovarwhelmmgly a,
that' whu]d;p:;ohlbit iNew" York.City from tampering.
8t rreq’uiremento for!its four:top-grade
JH{] sehoolE—Bronx Science,
it - Brooklyn Tech, Stuyve- !
i santrand the High School
_olMuBlc and Art. -
AaiigEn trance, to these
{ 'aezh la'iis. now, and for.
% yedrs; past has baen, gov-:.
“orriéd talmost’ nntlmly by i
“competitive exvme. o
“The ' current !egiﬂln-;
tlon'-co-authored by: As-
™ ‘gemblyman Burton fecht
S et i (D:L<Bronx) and State
2.Sen;; John Cnla dr a (ll-Bronx; would continue this poliey
4 in:tho face. of ! churgas ‘that it conatitutes something called
cu.ltura] binin'’; agn!nah minority students. ) .
b ¥ v thnt blacks nnd . Pusrto: Riumn ‘make up 4.
> all; pcr{:ohtagomh\tha ‘student? Bodies:in/Bronx Selencei.,
; at ‘al»That'{rctisleas an ‘fhdlctment of them and tho tough >
"standnrdulf‘ admizaion,than n #rd: commcntary o’ tha
- general level' of. oducn.tiun in the eity!? a‘uclwo!s._ .,'.
7 City eduentors’ ‘should add roua.thofmolvss”w e;yxtcm-
ide improvemonts that,would betber’prapare those’ now =
uconn:demd dfgadvan Laga’d for; the' damnndl'ng. bu't obj ect:#e,
+ gpifzzes required to earn: n, plnce” inour four alite schnol
- S‘ Juat:in cnsc anld’ edicatoss are unwilling or unabla )

jut prossures for diluting thess requirements, leta put
Hecht-Colnndra Bill on the books, :
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AHONL l!i?lh&--ﬂ?llﬂﬂs OWNED

\/\/CBS NERAD) O 88 Etim

v

SUBJECT, Higﬁ Schools - II
71-51

May 9, 1971, 12:20,
BROADCAST. 3,20, 8:20, 1l:20 p.m.
May 10, 1971, 5:20, 8:20 a.m,
About two months ago, we supported the retentidn of entrance
requirements at the four specialized high schools in New. York city.
We pointed out that these specialized schools--Bronx High |
;; School of Science,” the High School of Music and Art, StuyVedant
rand Brooklyn Technical--were established to develop already demon-
strated talents.
Now, Assemblyman Burton Hecht and State Senator Jopp Calandra
‘have introduced legislation in Albany which would mandate into 1aw
'the preservation of the four schools, plus any other high achoola
which the Board of Education may designate from time to time.
WCBS RADIO urges the swift passage of the Hecht—calandra bill.
The bill says, in effect, that competitive, objective and
séholastic entrance examinations must be the bagia-fbf;adwipsioﬂf
And it endorses the so-called "discovery program” in thehfour Q%gb

schools, giving disadvantaged students of demonstrated high potential

a chance to attend =sach year.

17

i, This Iv one ol @ comlnuing sories of WCBS Radio editoriols on loples
% of wital Interest 10 tha cammunity. Responsiblo repressniatives of
oppasing view, folnu ore given tha opporiunity 10 reply on the ol
I you missed the broadeast ol 1hls adlioriol, we hops you will rend 11,
. Your comments uara clways moit walcome,
o Joysph T, Domba, Vico Prostdent, CB3 Rodio Division
Gonerol Mansper, WCBS Rodio
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o .

The Hecht-Calandra bill insures that these schools will

continue their good work, without the shadow of pqliticalgpreéﬁhres.

~WCBS RADIO-

18

71~-51

B L VT USSPV T T
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RESOLUTION URGING THE NEW YORK STATE 3
LEGLSLATURE AND TRE GOVERNOR TO
ENACT INTO LAW A BILL MANDATING THAT

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY o

OF NEW YORK CONTINUE THE OPERATION 'l

OF 175 FOUR SPECIALIZED HIGH SCHOOLS kS

WITH ADMLSSIONS BASED UPON MERLT, i

cuire, - S cE

by Mesara.ﬂceifand,.Marola, DeMarc¢o, Mrs. Ryan,
Mra. Stromberg, Troy, Ribustello, Mrs. Greltzer, S
Burden, Friediand, Postel, Manton, Sadowsky, Manes,

Ward, Scholnick, Arculeo, Silverman, Golden, Mrs, Lerner .3;
and Haber, SALw#n#> - . /i
4

WHEREAS, the Bronx High School of Science, T%E

B v S e o i ill‘:i.

High School of Music and Art, Stuyvesant High‘School, it
Loe . imelaL e s oy

and Brooklyn Technical High School haVe.Quﬁaéﬂnﬁng%ﬂ
educational records, and .

WHEREAS, these institutions proviée cfiéigaily‘
needed programs for the fvllest development of théﬁgh
plfted child, and

WHEREAS, there 1is an obligation to provide .
the fullest education opportunity to all childgén,féhd

WHEREAS, the special programs for gifﬁed[% 
childrenwill be dissipated should admisyions ceaéh to
be ‘on the basis of merit, and

WHEREAS, the committment of the Boaxd of

Education for the retention of spacislized high schools

is uncertain, and
WHEREAS, their survival 18 critically dependent . ' 3
upon the mandate by state 1éw, be it ;ux
RESOLVED, that the City Council urgeq Fbe passage

Q&Iésr CAgs700E)
of the Calandra-Hechtdl il%ﬂmanﬁating contipu§;ignhpﬂigggn:: O

schools and be it further oy

RESOLVED, that the City Council urges Governor .

Nelson Rockafeller to sign said b{ll into 1Bw“¢mﬁﬁafter

- 49,
R

. ite passage by the State Legislature, 5 i
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DErARTMENT oF Law

Loum ). Lerkowite Arnany

AYTORNEY ORNENAL

MEMORANDUM FOR THE GOVERNOR
Re: Assembly 7005-A, Senate Reprint 30,052

| The purpose of this bill is to provide a new provision
' ander Art. 52 of the Education Law {(which concerns the New York
City Communilty School Distrlct System). This bill would amend

{ soction 2590-g of the Education Law which. deals with the powarzsy
P and dutles of tha. city board, to provide for the establishment

: and maintenance. of special high schools in the City of New York.

' The bill wéﬁid‘become effective on Jaﬁﬁagbil,’igfi}

S The bill provides that four existing high schools
g shall ‘become Special: High Schools agﬂ that admisslon thereto
vk shall be by competitive, objective and scholastic achievement
Uk examination, which shall be open to every child without ragarad
o to the scheol diptrict where they reside. The bill also pro-
.+ yides for the establisbment of a discovery program for disad-

S vantaged students.
1
' Y find no legal aobjection to this bill,

T e e

; ) Dated:  jyuy 1 y971
Respectfully submitted,

o AL
LOUIS [J. LEFKOWITZ o
_ QJ

Attornéy General

o

PSS et s e e
A IS R TR YT e o

ARG e

———— s
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THE CiTY OF NEw YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW-YORK,N.Y. 10007

June 1k, 1971
A#7005-A - SRP. 30,052 - by Mr, Hecht

AN ACT To amend the aducation law, in re-
lation to the establishmaent and
maintenance of special high schodls
in the city of New York

DISAPPROVAL RECOMMENDED

‘Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller
Governor of the'State of New York
Albany, New York

-Zp,if Governor Rockefeller:

Wars

b The above bill is before you for executive aoction,

: This bill would Nﬂuira that admission (1) to the Bronx High
School and Brooklyn Technical High School in the New Tork City School
Distriot be based on competitive, objective and scholastic examination,
‘and (2) to the Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music and Art be
based on competitive evidedce of matisfactory achlevement. It also per-
mits thesa schorls to malntain a discovery program to give disadvante .
.aged studsnts of demonstrated potential, meatinug stated oriteria, an -
opportunity to try the special high school program. .

It has been alleged that the competitive method for as~
certaining sdmission to these schools discoriminates against Blaok and
Puerto Ricun applicants. These changes are now being carefully studied
by a committes appointed by the Chancellor of the New York City Board
of Education. Any action aimed at reform of the admission policlea of
theso schools should be teken pursuant to the committee’s raport.

I fully endorse and support the aims and goals of apecial-
ized high schnols, At the same time I helieve that policﬁ deciaione
-gpecifically designed to affect schools and education in New York City
are properly within the province of the New York City Board of Education,

a1
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Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller
. Page 2 )
‘June 14, 1971

Page 26 of 59

i amm e dm 25 oo

Accordingly, I urge your disapproval of this bdill.

-Vory truly yours,

: JOHN V. LINDSAY, Mayor
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THE COUNCIL
oF
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
' CITY HALL
| NEw Yomx, N. Y, 10007

| BERTRAM R. GELPAND
CouNciLMan, BTH DIsTRICT, BRONT 1

" 180 BROADWAY June 2, 1971

" wrw vomk, M. v. 10038 : W {1

Hon. Nelson A, Rockefeller 0o
Governor of New York ‘
State Capitol

Albany, New York 12224

Re: Hecht/Calandra Bill (A7005,
§5668) on New York City
Specialized High Schools

Dear Governor Rockefeller:

I am writing you to urge that you sign into law
the above legislation passed by the Assembly and Senate
to protect the future of New York City's four speclalized
high schools, .

To indicate the broad support for this legislation,
I enclose a copy of a resolution introduced in the New York
City Council urging enactment of this legislation. Although
this resolution has not been enacted as yet, it is sponsored
by 23 of ‘the 37 members of the Council. Included in this
majority are Councilmen from all of the boroughs except
Staten Island. The sponsors include Republicansg, Regular
Democrats, Reform Democrats, and Liberals,

It is entirely fitting that the future of these
high schools should be protected by state law when they
are threatened by the action by a Board of Education whose
control over the city's school system was imposed by
state legislation, and whose membership has just recently

Sl 1
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Hon. Nelson A. Rockefeller -2 June 2, 1971

been perpetuated in' office by additional state legislation
enacted this year, These schools fulfill a critical need
to provide facilitiles for the gifted children of this
¢ity. - The continuing threat that their existence based
on merit admissions:will be diluted is s source of:deep
concern to the thousands of parents who now. depend ‘upon
these schools for theilr children and the additional :-
thousands to whom these schools offer the only hope of
providing their children with the fullest educstional
opportunity.

Your favorable consideration of thid,lengiatibn
will earn you the appreciation of all who are. intereated
in quality educationfor all children in New York”C_i_ty.T-

Sincerely

Oethas b Golf..c

BERTRAM R. GELFAND
City Councilman ‘"

BRG:cml
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THE COUNCIL

o 2w

il May U1, 1971,
Res. No. 513

Resalution Ueglng the New York State Legislature and the Governor to Bnact Into Law
a ML Mandating That the Board of Education of The Clty of New Yok Continue the
Operntion of -1ts Four Specinlized High Schools with Admisslons Based Upon Merlt,

By Messrs. Gelfand, Merola, DeMarco, and Mrs. Ryan, Mrs. Greitzer, Mrs. Lerner, Mrs,

Stromiberg and Messrs, Troy, Ribustello, Burden, IFriedland, Postel, Manton, Sadowsky,

Manes, Ward, Scholnick, Areulen, Silverman, Golden, and Haber—

Whereas, ‘I'he Dronx Iigh Schonl of Science, High School of Music and Art,
Stuyvesant High School, and Brookiyn Technical [Tigh School have outstanding educa-
tional records, and :

Whereas, These institutions provide eritically needed programs for the fuliest
development of the gifted child, and .

Whierens, There i3 an abligation to provide the fullest educntion opportunity to
all children, and

Wherans, The special programs for gifted children will he dissipated should
admissions crase to be on the basis of merit, and

Whereas, The committment of the Board of Edueation for the retention of
specinlized high sehoals is uncertain, and

heroas, Their survival iy eritically dependent upon the mandate by stale law,
lye it

Resolved, That the City Council nrges the passage of the Calandra-lMecht bill
(55668, ASS7005) mandating continuation of such schools and be it further

Rasolved, That the Cily Council urges Governor Nelson Rockefeller to sign said
bill into law after its paspage by the Stule Legislature,

Referted ta the Committee on Health and Edueation,

Added sponsors: Vice-Chairman Cuite and Salman
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TO:
FROM:

SUBJECT ¢

STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT .
June 8, 1971 /
Counsel to the Governor
Robert D. Stone

A 7005-A (Senate Print No. 30,052)

RECOMMENDATION: Disapproval

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

. This bill adds a new subdivision 12t section
2590-g of the Education Law to. specify the procedure
for admission to the Bronx High School of Science;-

Stuyvesant High School, Brooklyn Technical High School
and Florello H. LaGuardia High School of Music and the

Arts.

Executive disapproval is urged because legislative

determination of the requiremeants and procedures for

admission to public schools 18 directly contrary te the

concept of local governance of school districts, in
conformity with applicable law, rules, regulations and

educational policy.



Case 1:18-cv-11657-ER Document 48-2 Filed 01/17/19 Page 31 of 59

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE. OF NEW YORK
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPAHTMENT

REGONTS
¢ JOEEPH W, MCOOVERN, wiw vonn EWALD B, NYQUIBT, PRESIDENT OP THE UNIVERGITY
I:P‘AN},",.}II.'LDR AND COMMIBGBIONER OF EDUCATION

1 BVERETT J, PENNY, waiTe pLAING
YIEA CHANCRLLUR

g JO .
ALEXANDCH J. ALLAN, JR., Taov sE;::HPm :':vi‘::'IERN
- CHARLES V. MILLARD, JR,, surrara N
NEW YORK, NEw Yo
, CARL H., PFORZHEIMER, JR., runcnase iNEW ¥Ort 16000

EDWARD M. M, WARSBURG, New voak

JOBEPH T, KING, cuxena

_JOBEPH C. INDELICATO, M.D., nnaonLvk

HELEN B, POWRR, aocHesran

FRANCIG W, MEGINLEY, aLens PALLs June 1, 1971 i

MAX J. RUBIN, Hew yonR ’ . ?
poA

VKENNETH 8. CLARK, uasYings oM HUORON v f."». N
"STEPHEN K, BAILEY, svnacuse ]’{* ; Py
HAROLD E. NEWCOMND, oweoo f _J b
THEODORE M. BLACK, sanos roiny

Dear Governor Rockefeller:

At our recent meeting the Board of Regents discussed
the passage of Senate Reprint No. 30052 (Assembly No. !
7005-A). This bill, if enacted into law, would. estab-'
lish entrance examination requirements and other con-
ditions for four New York City High Schools: - Bronx-
High School of Science, Stuyvesant High School, ‘Brooklyn
Technical High School and the Fiorello H., LaGuardio High
Sechool of Music and the Arkts. This legislation is
designed to limit the New York City Board of Education's
power to alter operation of the schools included, and

" strikes directly at one of the most basic tenets on

. which New York State public education is founded, local
control of the schools and their operation within estab-
lished general Education Law and regulations.

(z§;>The basic argument which the Regents presant, and with

which I concur, does not center on the advisability or

inadvisability of restrictive admission policies in the
listed schools. These issues can and should be debated
on their merits in the particular context applicable in
New York City and by those most concerned with their
impact, the citizens and Board of Education in that City.

Inherent in this bill are far more serious implications
of statutes dictating operation patterns for particular
schools or particular districts. Enactment of such a
Jaw as proposed here will raise the specter of State
jevel interference with individual school curricular,
administration or direction whenever political expediency
or pressures seem to:demand. No local school district,
even though operating' scrupuloysly within the general
educational consfraints established by our State, would

A7,
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Hon. Nelson A. Rockefeller
Page 2
June 1, 1971

thence further feel itself truly free to direct its '
own destiny in terms of its own peculiar needs. '

I will not belabor the issue further. New York's
pattern of shared responsibility between State and
local -authorities has a long and proud history and
hae served our aitizens exceedingly well. You will:
understand that the Regents feel it their duty.to =
brihg the extreme conseguences 0Of enactment of this
bill to your attention and to urge your veto of the "

measure.
Sincerely,

Y. Y1bporn

seph W. McGov

The Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller .

Governor
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12201
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HOARD OF FDUCATION

QF THE GITY [ NE® YORK
110 LIVINGSTON BTREET
BROOKLYNM, N.Y. 11201

SHLTUR AL s TH

[ PSR+, N | WO =] =

R T MEMORANDUM TN _OPPOSTITON
5 SQGB-A Calandra, et al. Senate Calendar (Cal #1236
A 7005-A liechl, wt al, Senate Calendar (Cal #1108
AN ACT Lo amend the education law, lu relation -+ ) |

to the establishniertt and maintenance of -
special high schools in the City  of New
York o
This bill requives that admission (1) to the Bronx High School!:i:
of Sciencae, Stuvvesant High School ond Brooklyn Technical .High ++ -« 7
School in the New York City School District be based on competitive,
) gbjective and scholastic examinatlions, and (2) to the Florello H..
' Laluardia High School of Music and Art be based on competitive . °
. axaminations in music and/or the arts in addltion Lo presenting!
avidence of satizfactory achievement, It also pevmlcs these schools
o to malntain a.discovery program {with a specified limitation) to
¥ give disadvantaged students of demonstraled potential, meetin
stated criteris, an opportunity to btry the special high school
brogram.

i

am'The New York City Board of Fducation strongly 09903es'this bill,

Charges of o scrious nature were recently leveled against. the'
present admissions plan. These allege that the examinstions dis-
c¢riminate, on cultuzzl grounds, against Negro and Puerto Rigap:‘.
applicants, These charges are now under careful study by aitt
broad-based committee of outstanding citizens. The Chancellor:
has announced that hke has no intention of (1) changing the system
of admissions by competitive examirations or (2) substituting
some- other system. (le has mevely proposed that a hard look be
taken at the entire matter,

This committee should be given an opportunity to report its
findings on the charges made. ,

, This bill places a limit on the discovery program presently

in effect at the Bronx High Scnool of Sclence, Brooklyn Technical
Bigh School and Stuyvesant High School, so that admissions under
thls program shall not exceed 147% of the number of gktudents scoring
above the cut-off score and admitted under the regular procedure.
This limitation would veduce the numbers admitted under this pro-
gram in the case of Drooklyn Technical High School and- Stuyvesant
High School. 1In September, 1970, the proportiongoadmitted under
this program to these schools were 22.1% and 15.5%, respectively,
This, obviously, would be a step backward.

29
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E vooal
JEoba, thevelnee, olr coasiler ] . ;
e («'E{%[' 991 LugﬁzﬂuLnd judpmnent that ik wiarldd be
.&]ﬁ.qu.brru”qi{ For dewidslatioa o b cnected on malktuers of
wAveatdanal pelicy and sdwind oL eat ton that y ¢ deg |
eal ) Ioadind neat, hats showuld e deeided :
olllcials of the cducational sty sloin, © declped by
) Accordin, iy, the Boad ol Fduycal T ; Je f ¢ : |
) ( L1y, 1 G YRR ducation urges the defeat of !
thls bitl, : = Releat OE'
{

Raspectfully submltted, :,_&fff"

P 1!)]1'." l’ l?.T."i;R A. . PI SCITETIT—'I ¢ . :::': g 2t Y
71 legislative Representative .
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~

< W - |
) .FF_‘)‘*.? Q‘j}"'}"'L
BDARD OF EDUCATION A

OF THE BITY BF NCW YORX

110 LIVINBSTON BTREET l
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11201 /
TELEFHONE U9é&-BPB4 .'/

LEGIBLATIVE REPREBENTATIVE Mﬁ)’ 6 ’ 1971

Mr. James Ayers i
Counsel to the Govetrnor .//
State Capitol Building P
Albany, New York gt o

- P -
N

Dear Jim: P &
4 Re:S 5668-A /)
( T005=A
~ Tl

Enclcsed please find bacﬁﬁﬁ“mutﬁffm we discussed on' the
telephone today.

It is my understanding that the New York City Commisdl on
on Human Rights has come out with a report this week concerning
the problem of discrimination gene:all{ and specifically in- the
special schools in the City of New York., T will make an effort
to obtain a copy of this report for you.

The New York City Board of Educetion is unanimously opposed
to this bill.

It is my belief that it would be in the best interests of
the Covernor to make his determination concerning this bill before
it reaches hisdesk for executive action and in the hope that his
determination would coincide with the opinion of my Board.
I would respectfully suggest that it be transmitted to the leader-
shlp In either house with an attempt to have the bill starred
on the calendar.

Sincergly),

’ ‘J",f Jlf."
PETER Ay PISCITELLI
Eﬁz{gzgres Legislative Represeﬁtative

31
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F o

Lot 515 Vent Ead Avemue - Jw‘h

SO i HNew York, N. Y. G b gt J
Apyil 30, 1971 e ek

an.fJoﬁu . Calendrn
denate Chanbrr, Btnle Canited
anﬂny, H. Y. S 9

Denr 3*nu+o* Dm'nv?an, ) pr . ?\ i
—ais i -._'-.}g'-'l

, Mv nese 1p Regina Rosenthals, I en o studant nt the Bron iy
ot SOHﬂnOP- Throu*ﬁout nll =y years as n etudent 7 have haenxtségﬁEBQSGOIfiF@’
queation, T have Tenrned not to neoept anything so truth, unless T’ ah*“*
patiofied that 1t 1o Lhe truth. T feel that education nust consbantly, ' i
change to neet the needs of the youth at any given tine, Edncations ﬁﬂ*” }m
relavant to the 1930’ nnd 1940's could not possibly be roleVant to t"r4;@§ﬁ$h

1970's, for people changn, and problens change. L ng o o
' y WK "o

f: T took an adniasionn teul to the Bronx High School of Sciance, dnﬁ W
wa.n nocnptal. I bzgan o question the whole method of selection,. Binaorpﬂf
khnw pany. of . the ntudenls who ware boih accepted and turned downs I hgg :
to: wondsr vy Boue of the students who were really interssted: and- QTSR -_é%{ﬂgﬂ
arto were ncocptc¢. ‘I vegan to Teel-that Boﬂnt%

in' the mutha and wolancrs vere rejected, while other students who werﬁ§1
mnferaatqﬂ in the liberal Y
waa vory wrong with the whole =method of seection., I wan pleased.wheh mvfyw_
Ckhpnecellor Scribnar pronsised to Torw a comaittse to ancstigata the auhjhet. ,J
I plso wondered wiy tha Hronx High Schook of Seience wam 86 4p whito.\ Could"

"':Il“ ¢t

the tﬁnt b invalid’ ) A
- MR e

g L i
: "t T am not in a]j position to "pasa Judgensnt®, But I qunation. -Maybm
fhe pditinafona policy wns ahle to deternine learning potentiml in past
years, dbut I question its nbility to do so now. There ia even the poddihility
t¥atithe tast 1o conpletely obsolete, I know many Blaclk and Puerto Rioan -~ -
astudeénts from my forner Junior High School who, 1f accepted at,Bronx Soilancs,
eould have banefited preatly [rozx our cducational facilities. I know that.
everyone in Bronx Sclience could have bensfited greatly from these students,
You mee, I Waliave that there ore two kinde of education. One ip the = -
textbook education, nathenatico, physics, American hilstory, ete.. The . =
other kind of educntion is learning to live with other peoplej *'I balieve

in both. One can benefit greatly fron the knowledge and exchange of - '
differant cultures, Only through living with, and going to school with .
peoples of nany different racinl beckzrounds can we aver succaca 5n

achiaving trus brotherhood, I
‘40 Uy peel the atimissions policy needs’ $o: bs questioned, T ask why
4t is wrong for me to guestion, The Calandra-Hecht Bill srys that it
1e wrong to question It d=nien the right to nucstion. } beliave thgﬁ
only throurh qucahionu, can we sver find the truth. :

it 1is your duty to the youth of todny

I'

I fne] that, as legislatora,
tr, dnfent the Canlandra-Heraht Bill,

Sinceraly ynura,

_ nou Asentlal
32 o Ragina Renenthal

“: Btudent at Bronx H.8., of 3¢«

s
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AD_NOC COMMITTLE POR TitF SPRCIALIZED HIGH BCHOOLS

An Open Loetter o oll State Legislatore on the Calandra-ilaché - |
(R7005/556683) ’ asifacht, Al

Doar Sir: ' L

va are Now York City parents whose children are enrolled « -7 o 3
in onz of the Cliy's apeclalized Nigh Schools: Bronx Sclenne, ey ¥
Brooklyn Tech, Musle and Art, Perforwming Arts or Stuyvesant, We . )
write to urge you not to succumd to the doliberately mislending and..sw 7
hysterically-concelved campaign which has culminatod in the intro= &'/ 4
duction of the Calandxa-Hecht Bili. We urge you to vots mgalnsk . i/
thiag dll-conrceived and hinrmful legislation. -'ﬂ&.ai#

The parents who are signatory to this letter atrongly SUPPOTE- I
the concept of tha specialized High Schools. Indecd, each of us was ... . .
dalightod when our own children were selected for admission to-ope of’ '’
thesy schoals. We are alarmed about thie legislation bucause 0£/the
fundanentnl public education policy issues involved, and becousaiwer, '’
are deepiy and personally concerned with the quality of our own -+ «'°
children's education anéd fucures. We are in Pavor not only of kaeping

these schools, but of improving them.

This bill is destructive of .that goal. Rather than preserving
and strengthening the special echools, the hill cuts off the chanca to
improve them. .1t could, in the long run, acedmplinh the very thing it
profepsas to, prevent: the exosion and aeventual destruction nf thesa
schoolsn, We do not helieve it is desirable or possible to attempt to
.block, by legislation, tho investigation ol obvious, ldentiflabla and
long=standing weaknesssy in the admissions proecedures and ‘selactlion
vriteria for these &chools, ! ]

The guegtions raiscd about thesn criterla impelled Chancellor
Soribnur Lo suggest that a sgcber, impaxtial ard unenotional gtudy is
requicad «- within the conteit of maintaining the cducational guallity
and oxcellence of the schuols. Wa bulieve much a arudy ls needed. Wo
believe it may indicate ways In which the &dmiemlons procedurez cen bs
improved. We balieve that excuptionally qualified and gified childran
throughout our elty are not being given nqual opportunity to anter
these schools. ‘ .

-

_ Many parenta, who sinceraly wish to maintain and improve oux
‘ypecialized NHigh Schools, have relsed the posulbllity that there may
be more equable, more sclentlfic, more dofensible mathods by which to
galect highly gualified youngstevs for admlasion to thos4 schools -~
that thara may bo ways to supplement the one-time, competitive examin-
ation approsan. Turgid, inflammator and degparats rhctaclc has been
unlenshed in redsponse to thess questlong, An hystarical, {llogical

. 33
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and fenrful barrage of charges has.peen levelcd abt those vho
auggast there may bha room for improvemant. Rackless nccusations
have been mado, such as: - "They are out to destnoy tha D-onx Migh -
Soghool of Sclence and the otherx ancc;aliped Iligh Schools," or,
"thay are advocatlng open enrollment” etc. ad nausenum,

What a shameful exhiovition! and how untina! DBut how
offective this campaign must have bean Lf It could convinco 56
© . gtate legislators to support this Bill. We sincaxely hopa that .
" you wlll glve careful consideratlon to the uttachcd fact sheet
hefore taking a(,tion on this-legislation. .

Thank you for your attention.

/»&/M@a. [(‘?mfg,gé,é’

‘-:‘ L-{/f '?(L % " 6377}
N )/ ';ff 2Zi?m”h:kka /{ )
, ,( A:) b/ : ot = 4 }o\,.)
ﬂwfbi? a Z. . C’(JWLOﬂtﬁP o ~7

75, 4 ) Y L 4 fﬁ&ALmJb:L

g "“‘M ‘ff“f‘f * . T - et ldwmrfw
/ /U : cx-éz’( W«Qf‘ )"’Wr

“*"‘ w .w

Lz;f;7/{y féﬁ/ Jé7z¢¢f , : ;;,£(7iL4v’(; 'uj>&4n4«£~-
W.Z/WW Q”” [L/ A Ll ‘. E a o ‘? ey, AU,

”7u4ufquxi, C )
ﬁﬁuui:ﬂﬂm“ﬁfg"axwifn

Aongart L@L“) [& T5 aan Véﬁf/ﬁ% 7 /85 Ty

R ‘ 0"-‘6 ¢ L”NYWWJ‘-C A b | c‘n-SQkM,(Z

Vore W (liea - o wauﬂ{bw Q"*‘-"’;’d" m"’if
' y LA

4 ‘ I LQ 4"/1.‘-14*1 U—“‘ﬁu" ,O-

\ v \'r N
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BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THIE CITY OF NEW YORK
110 LIVINGLTON GYHLT, ullooNLVH. MKW YIJAK 11201 .'
UKPICE OF THE CHANGLLLOH e

o l.l |- |
' 1
; ¢ *4P‘Hﬂow H

T Lo '*."",.'; il o 'ﬂd

"‘] ; April 30. 1971 “i ﬂf;“"ﬁ%w»% {

H Pt -‘ "'H rﬂ hlil

r . " ,-;"i‘h _|’, L‘ﬂ' |

Pvo, " b ) u‘“\l : i

0 MEMORANDUM AR T o f*.l;z
vy 1 " lr"!,v.- »4 Lé
. D D ks I' 4 P .h% LA

. TO:  NEOMA B. EPSTEIN | Qo i 4 Ui\“j
e - R ¥ L

FROM: JACOD LANDERS A 45 .;;ﬁ-,j:,- E‘EH;‘{J

" ; i, o PR LR i

A RE:  MEMBERSNIP OF COMMITTEEL TO REVIEW ADWISSION POLICIES -“' A *')I‘?

TO SPECIAL ACADEMIC NI{GM SCHOOLS S I

Wt ,p#;mll. l" '!'M ?"J'Tii
|' 2 ' ) . “-“ l

. R “Isu,‘** | ‘i'\f
. - it q.q[ U‘F""t
@ ; —— i —— ———-—-—-—-——-'-"-“"—""“—“'I——'—""—_"""‘"")"‘.L

1y d o

:." ' A"1list of individuals who have been invited to sorxvo on’'the nﬂ‘dﬁ Wﬁx‘”'h
' above Committec L5 attached. . While I have not yot recalved' /i “2ﬁ ﬁ?ﬂq
: acceptances from all, I have reason to balfeve that they will,f-ﬁ g

b accept, Msgr. Eugcne Melloy, Sccretary for Rducation of tha e s
1 ’ Diocéso of Brooklyn, has also been invited to sarve.on the '\f"_y5:¥\h%£
Committea, and ho has indlcated that he will recommend & nane., ; '

i You may ba interested in noting that of the 24 memberxs, at ' - . . as
: least 3 attended orx are attending a special academie high BChOOlD.uW. '
As indieated, A number of other members are assotiated. with tha 2 E L

gpacial ncndcmir hipgh schools in some capacity, . iy kbt

el

“‘ ""g:%-cr
r

I an alao attachling a table giving the information you raquestédﬂ a
concarning admiceions. : . o

ooy

8ot
/lah : Moo
Scribnor, Chancoller

c.c. 'Dr. Harvey B.




- "oitadels of excellenca” is cno in which we all share.

T talant.

. potential &nd achievement.
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© EACTS ABOUT THE CALANDRA-IECHT BILL 5

The goal of maintaining the spocialized High Schoeols as - :;3v

This bill does not help to accomplish’ that goal. Xnstead, . . .°. "
it Tixes by state law {and witl»ut the exhaustive, non=. . . 0 4 7
political study desorved by this complex question) ona  + b e whd i
admissiona procedure, one examination, one cxiterion, . U 4!

- - e iy &
et W P T T o MM

. b 3 ..-. SO ,_'w_' ;

It intrudes in an-arca of educational policy which is the
pravinee of tho educatilonal, system of the cilty. That system "' »v /3
is8 emipently more qualified to cstablish educational uritetin,q*{fﬁii'W

LN

¥l

prlicy and admissions procadures =- which may require mod1£1*54ﬂ$ﬂ-4¢:-

cation from year to yecar. . i

It Imposcs new Gocholastic achlevemant examination require~'
ments for two of the speclalized Nigh Schools -~ Musie and
Art and the Hi¢n School of Paerforming Arts. These examinations

.{- have not been reguired up till now, The effect of this new
- requirement will be to screen out many talan{.ed black and

Spanloh-apoaking youngstarsa.

The Calandra~Hocht B1ll would prevent any examination of

the many alternatives being usaed by educatlonal institutions
to discover axcallonce, potential, adclentlifioc and mathematical
It 18 o hasty and ill-defined response to an emotiona)

foarful and unrepresentative minority opinion,

This biil encourages the myopic view that injustice and uneque?
opportunity in education can continue to hida behind so~callad
ohjectiva, compatitive tests whlch may be nelther objective,
nor truly competitive -- nox accurate measuxes of gcademic

~

VE URGE YOU TO DEPEAT 7THD CALANDRA-RECHT BILL.

ap

30
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Pupils Admitted To “Thoee Sprelal Academie Nigh Schools .-
Bronx M.S. of fci., prooklvn fech., H.8,, Stuyvenaok H,S,
September 1969 and Sanrember 1970

Yo

e T AInTas tona 0/6Y° Mininsions 9770
Sc¢hool Repalay  Discoverd Toral Rovular | Discovery | Total
996 155 1 1is1 959 155 114
Bronx Sci. 86.5% 13.5% 1007, B6.1% 13.9% 1C0%
Bk. Tech, 1696 122 1818 1449 411 1860
93.4% 6.6% 100% 77.9% 22.1% 1007 _
Stuyv, 743 126 869 743 136 079 e
T 85.5% 14.5% 100% 84.9% 15,57 100% | \ﬁf'éﬁﬁ#
ot T g
Total 3435 403 3818 3151 702 g3y L, ‘-#-,."a
s 89,57 10.5% 100% 81.8% 18.2% 1007 ¢ w0 ¥
: ¢ 1 3 Bl
Yo .')-: % v \ ‘_a{
= % "
: .
1
i
d )

Totals 9/1969 and 9/1970:

Rarulaxr ‘ 6586 85.6% .
Discovary 1105 146.47%
Total 7691 100 %



W Faih,
- Acodentc drh Sehonls
Name
1. Mvr, Georpe Altowarce
% 2. Mr. Thomas Avitabilo
T 3, Dr, Jacl 8. Bloomfield
. b Dr. Ralph T. Brande
L 5.  Mr, John Burncll
v 6. Mr. Jose Cabranas
7. Mr, Peter Cagsi
a. Dr. James A, Colston
O Mrs—~Floyd _Flom_ e
10, Mr, Joseph Francois
o 11. ¥ Dr., Jesrry C. Jacobs
L 12, Mr.. Ira Maricohoff
e 13, Mra, Marjorie Matthews
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Committee to Review Admiscieon Policics o 511(!&:1’.:;;1 N

—_— bt

Allillation or Oecunation

V, Pres,, U,P.T. it X
Pre G-p GO 0.. Compcra Voe, . H s “J" ‘.
Principal, J.H.5. 2 R . ,-'; ”"' ,‘U{ﬁrl} j
Comm, Supt,, Divtrict No. 14 . A },ﬁ &
Replonal Divector, Cantral Labor counéilr é]

A

Attorney, and Law Profassor -, i, m,;, ga*
Parent of pupil at Bklyn Tech,: H 8.11,.—“,,,,.}

President, Bronx Comm. Collegel' s, }HJ.-

Mr. Raul A. Moralos
¥ Mr, Sid Morgan
16. Mr, Luis Nieves

" 17. pr. Richard Pearson

18, Mr, Charles Pilgrim

14,
15,

i9. Mrs, J, iﬂwrcnce Poor
20,, - Mra. Sophie K. Price
21, Dr. Lincoln Rels

22, Mr., Elliott  Sassoon
23, Dr. Alexander Taffol

) 24, % Mr, leroy Watkins

* Known to have attended a special academic’high school, R TR

hc.mber—-eit;r-wtdrﬂiﬂh'& :
lembey, Bducation Com., Council. Agalusﬁ, anth.’.F
Profeasor in Pediatvica, Columbia; Univex] f}‘ i
President, Councill fok Sper.-.inlimd High! ‘?-chcql f\?
Chairman, €.8.B, No, 16 - ;. " "5
Member, C.S.B. No. 9. ":’ @ ‘.”:-L.-:

Exccutive Dircctnr, ASP"(RA § o i o
Dean, John Jay College of Criwminal Juﬂcicd L -E?,,':
Vice~President, United Paxents Aasoniuﬁiun it
Presidont, Public Education Aandcin:iun'{f
President, Asacciation of N,Y;- city School Ba‘hrda
Membatr, Board of Trustecs, Clitizeno Uniou .;': "

Prnnddnnt. Studont Council, J.H.S, 234 lc "3:
Principal, Bronxz H. 8, of Sciencu' I S
Assistant Principal, P.S; 192 M - " Ll
:.‘: ..I‘I..I.wl' ; I ,1-1.-:?'
LA TR SR T J'I'— }
i o rl i ! .t‘ o, 1

T a1
‘ ,,-..".:'}':I’,

..1
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L howroe Jines hava alroady boan drowun Baong nombars of ochoo) boardn .

i

* 4n tho mahding) eun oalyr bo rulncus for all thae opacla

© gdueationnl reccons that arg goapativlo vith Integration. ;) we o 0,
- baldove, Chot o schou) that worvicea all the citdwens of the. edty. &

.. go that thay con to made to fuvor Ante aticns  Undocuwientell state-

. an offort on yeur paxd &0 unllatorglly oliminato thy spuetalleod

’hgninﬂﬁ.huv'ﬁdmisdi““ procedured by sugorictendont Alfrede. wuthow | i
0 )

« B
v
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dabaroe Gl the admindesceasion and faenlty of the- Hrony nighf'uHJEF
dchool ol salemeo hava deunched o politieond chupnien An the erroneows -
ﬁmprcngion thet thay arg Peoving” tha "inbogrlty" of the achool. . ;o
T yellarencs, of courss, in to the vory surlons churges jwde - -

tdptries ¥ on the ground thats an vdelasion peliey buoed on a o
culturaliy biaczd aximdnntion wereena out blaak and Puerto %icun '
pupils. It fu preclooly Lscause wa highly walus the progrann for
the pAlisd child oflored at thu school thut we must gﬁfl g, Ghio
political thrugt. - An aligonont of pulidican foreon which would. '"
duplieate that in the eehow) sbrugplo of 160K {and wuliercn$Vn,ﬁhhm

aﬂd h h'::‘-'-':,'i
gohnolo. ) ,_}ﬂ'f

. The Mute Udueation Lav and the dirvctives of the Doard of:
Eduecatlen mondatva Aiegradicn an tha b%ghaat priovity . ' goal Do
edugotorn, for,thin roeean, o gonl of apeciol oducation far'-;
intollactually pAf%oy pupils con only find dta Juskification in

L

con only oxin® whth ¥he Lronly Fivcn oacquiesgenco of all tna:papp1a;;L;-;
If any Zargs numbus of people vhould bedoms anbagenistie to owre v "'
poldeden, 1t in Anposslble Yo aso how wo can centinus &n o Jong ‘it .
run C. Y G v e

° Wo do not foal that a Gemand 'that our admiseion procedures bo: .
ghonped So odmis moro blaek ang Puerto Rlcan pupddn in uny way, . .. = -

.aonatitutos n,Yéhroudl. tocwegcooole—ia Ffonlt. sonlfidont that Shurd. '.

are many pACbed blaek and Paerve Rdepn pupdlo who hoave beon overs - -
lookod by vw sdafopien proceduros. Furthogmora, Dre fathew has - 0.
made At oleor Ghnt ho mouopio the purpops of ppneinlined high osohools ™
ovdded thas tloy provide opportunitios foy Mu'ger numbers @f.-- v - -
lagk 'anG Pucten Rdewn stwlentn, “llio pednt that more than 70%.0f - 7
our fresaman alaos cemas fram private ond porechial aclivole; while - .-
at the oamo Sdmo, Lhere arc many do facte sepreguted Junior High: - ..
Achools that pond wn npos-ane, defies explication. lido opeeifie ..o ™
conpladnt apained She nature of our entrenee oxanination de a highly
mncgnical edueaticnnl matsar en which politisald fipures have no | -
computency $0 pass Julgaent. IS 4o ouwr fixm belict thout tharg W -
cortairly de 0:iat nothods of muking a neaniagful ssloction QT
studonts that wonld both poyve gdfted studonte gnd promota :
rpraGlon. : . i . .
gnto;is thie pofnt, wa must oay that wo have not hoard anyons at -
bronx olance papdously Gy te confront thuwd adugationnld 1nnupu .
on thoir marito. Oother, nootin s have beun called to wallg e s
palitical opponiticn Yo any agtempt to ohenga adnipeicn prosedures .

avo Lesn moge %hed your office hao lopued a dixvectiva %o
aggznngecialinud high pohools dnatructi then not to nmend unt
notdcon Go oSudonto who have teken the 4971 entranso - oxendnations.

If oneh .o diroetivd wao sent, ve do not foal that it would canstituteo

high pohools op 25 Smplied by veachers ond adminiatrotors whe ure
nsg tho foeal polnt ag politienl opposition to sush a puppoosd = - -
Htfhr a%". t : . .. . . L )
h.laxt-ia'mbsﬁ oadomitons Shat well-neaning politloul fagprnn hare
boen apprunchod and Liave staled thelr reputations on the haols of
tho mout nebulovs anformation concerning tha raal 4agueu involved -
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Wity Sraoponon? o Dre sabhow eand you, 48 o ‘.I.n,lnaj. wnmmll:,c nm»_w-i'- st

b;.r people who huvs glwuys naintaised bhat tha mpeciodived-hieh | Ty
' sobools renain tnder your Jurlsdickion and conbrol.  New, G o
hbeamw ardont advdcaten of "oovwunity. rﬂoni'.rul" zmd "lmm';pwuﬂ.}
¢ Cwhen At sorvos thaly purposss. - ke s
Ul s Oure canaern §n writing this lm‘;Lar is to mlm*fﬁ you Lo Urr- ’131"\;» !
fRiy whet the spocialised hidph schools ary 1ikaly €6 becsi Ghy L R R
S B “oastwltien 4n o politlesl bubtlo. .. O, thnruf‘aron 8 ppal Ll Yoy m"“ [
r poke o C4rm-otand for rupolving, Wr.. Hathew?y chargea in suwwmmn.lr‘%«‘n
e --v-wi‘t.h the $ntevouts of all groups conoerned da tho buuis &0 .85 R Py
Ly i Hourd ol Fdusatdone dong stated peliey To pronote. hnduprelion.)
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BOARD OF EDUCATION .
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK ¢ J
MURNRY DEROTHAUM, Phesant 11O LIVINOSTON STRFKLT by 4
IDAIAK £ ROBINSON, JH, Vict Frssiorm BROOKLYN, N, Y, 11201 V[ s
BEYMDUR B LACHMAN A
MAKHY £ MEADE g
JUREPH MONSERRAT 4 Y
HARYEY B. SCRIONER, Cradefiilm /
HAHOLD SIEALL, Suvuntam
June 4, 1971
MEMORANDUM IN OPPOSITION
A 7005-A Mr. lHecht, et al
($30,052)

AN ACT

To smend the education law, in relation to the
astablishment and maintenance of special high
schonle in tFe city of New York

Dear Governor Rockefeller:
The above bill is befores you for executive action.

This bill requires thal admission (1) to the Bronx High School
of Science, Stuyvesant Migh School and Brooklyn Technical Hfgh

' School in the New York City School District be based on competitive,
objective and scholastic examinations; and (2) to the Fiorello H,
LaGuardia lligh School of Music and Art be hased on competitive
examinatiors in music and/or the arts in addition to presenting
evidence of satisfactory achievement. It also permits these inhools
to maintain a discovery program to give disadvantaged studentds oy
demonstrated potential meeting stated criteria an opportunity to try
the special high school puogiam.

The New York City Board of Education stronply opposes this bill.

Charges of a serious nature were recenktly leveled against the

present admissions plan. These allege that the exaniinations dis-
criminate, on cultural ground, against Black end Puerto Rican
applicants. These charges are now under careful study by a

broad-based committee of outstanding citizens.

The Chencellor has announced that he has no intention of
(1) changing the system of admissions by competitive examinations
or (2) substituting some other system. lle has merely proposed that
a hard look be taken at Lhe entire matter.

This committee should be glven an oppovtunity to report its
findlups on the charges made.

Q.
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.....

It is, therefore, the consldered judgement of the New York
City Board®of BEducation that 1t would be most unfortunate for
legislation to be enacted on matters of educational policy and
administration that should be decided by officials of the
educational system.

Mg,

" Accordingly, the Board of Education urges you to disapprove
this bill. ™ ’

-

Respectfully,

Murry Bergtraum
Pregident

""“"7 ' - > /
by ,/‘jzg//-éf,,-;;,ﬁ: ezt

Pater A, Piscitell}
Legislative Representative

The Hunorable Nelson A. Rockefeller
Governor of -the State of New York
The State Capitol

Albany, New York 12224
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BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

THE HIGH SCHOOL OF

MUSIC AND ART

A DIVISION OF THE FIDRELLO H. LA GUARDIA HIGH SCHOOL OF MUSIC AND THE ARTSE
135 STREET AT CONVENT AVENUE *» NEW YORK 10DIN
RICHARD A. XLEIN, PRINCIPAL PHONE 914-0870

Way 27, 1971 e

dovernor llockefsller .
Albany, New York i

Dear Mr, Rockeafsller;

Now that Lha bill to safepuard the sntrance axaminations for
the fTour speclalized high schools of New York Clty awalts your
slgnature I would like to sxplain my reasona for having urged
its pnyoage and Tor now urging its being signad into law,

1 have been principal of the LaCuardis High Schecol of Nusic
end the Arts for the past throe years and havs, in that ahort
span bsen placed in the position of fending of{ repaated att-
empta to subvert, bypass, ar do away with an entrance sxamlna~
tion whleh falrly and objectlvely permita studenta of every
racial snd ethnic origin, of avery social and sconomic level
and fvom svery neighborhood in the Clty of New York to receive
the bhenafits of the spscial training thelr talent and potentlial
indicetes they deserve,

Muring the years of my tenurs we have apent considerable tiwe
reviewing these examinations with students, artists, parents
community groups and other intereasted partivs in an ongoling
attempt to guarantes the abgoluts objJectivity of the parfor-
mance type oxamination we conduct. Our results are avallable
for Inspoctlon by the parents of those atudents who are deniedd
admizsion fsllowing the annual exuminatlon and in every case
I nake myself awalleble to thoroughly discuss every aspect of
the youngstsrs performance, not only with the parents, but with
the frisnds ol the family, formor teachsrs, communlty groups
and any other interesated or ccncernesd pariles. I will oontlnus
to do thls aftser the new law goes into sffect, the differcnce
being that I will be in a Car better positlon to withstand the
thrests to my (untenured) position 1f the sgson of & particular
politlcal fleure is not admitted despite his poor showing on
the mxamination, or thms thrests to my health and physlcal
safety 17 the chlld of a lncrl racketeer is noé aimiliarly
accepted, or tha very real threats to the continued normal op-
eratlions of the schocl 1f & partisular school distrlct or
individual school 1s not given special consideratlien and par-
ticular advantage by meana of a apecial quota arrangament
juat for them, &11 ol whieh, I assure you, have actually been
ntiempted thesse past three yoars. P

43 G
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COARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

THE HIGH SCHOGL OF

MUSIC AND ART

A DIVISION OF THE HIDRELLO H. LA GUARDIA HIGH SCHOOI OF MUSIC AND THE AATS
135 SYREET AT CONVENT AVENUE « NEW YORK 10031
RICHARD A. KLEIN, PRINCIPAL PHONE: 926-0870

May 27, 1971

favernor Roqkafellar... Puge 2

Our schioola have reputations for excellencs whioh ars unigque,
Wo asttrect visitora from all party of the world who marvel
a6 nur abllicy to provids qualdty Integrataid sdusation for
40 ‘many youngaters Irom an many different backgriundn,

The answer 1s that our axmminatlons teast for pobentlial and
our quality can be myintained only under the protecticen of
tha bi1]l whieh, when zlgned Into Llaw will guarantse that this
objsustive standard remalns as the banis lor admigslion,

Vguyrruly,

Tl e

Richard A, Klein
Princinpal

tan/Ae

M4
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I'HK ABSDCIAYION OF THK OAN
©F THE CITY OF NEW YORX o
A2 WEBY d41H BTRGEY .'
NEW YORK 10038 i

!. COMMITTEL DN ATATR LEQISLATION

MICHAKL M. MANEY
M. BLANE MIGHAKL],
! CHAIHMAM
BECNEYARY
:‘:‘:VQ’I.OLN HY'NEOKT 48 WALL DTHOKY
K 10000 HRW YORK 10078
TEL, HA 28100 June 11, 1971 TEL. HA 2.81DN

Re: A. 7005-A ~ Disapproved

Dear Mu. Wplteman:

“In reply to your inguiry, we disapprove the
referenced bill.

The bill, to take effect January 1, 1972, would
amend Sactlon 2590-g of the Education Law to require that
admissions to the Lhxee special high schcols in New York

: City (Bronx High School of Sclence, Styvesant High School,
and Brooklyn Technical High Schonl) bae determined solely by
taking a cumpetitive, objective, and scholastic achievement
axamination, the students with the highest scores belng '
admitted, and that the admission to the Florelle 1, LaGuardia

_ Hilgh School of Music and the Arts be based on competltive
o, examinations in music and/or the arts.

py such requirements the biil substitutes the
judgment of the legisiature for the judgment of the school
authoritlos empowered by the leglslature only recently to
operate the New York City high schools on the quesation of
admission procedures for these special schools.

Regardless of the wivdom and falrnzss of the
prasent admlsslions examination method, there have been no
findings by the legislature or by any committees of the
leglslature that such admission tosts would be in the best
interests of New York City education., It is sound policy
to leave such decisions to the discretion of the Chancellor
and the New York Clty Board of BEducatlon where there are
the requisite expertise and congultative services, Indeed,
the Chancelloxr has bagun such a review and consultative
procedures , as appears from the annexed reléase hy the
Noord of Rducation,
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Hon, Mlchael Whiteman -2~

A further objection to the bill iz that it
attempts to establich, by legislative fiat and without prior
investigation, an exclusive admission procedure whose .. .
intrinsic merit has been seriously questioned. 5

For the reasons stated, the bill is disapproved,
Sincerxely,

WMJ% I S

Chairman

Hon. Michael Whiteman
Esscutlve Chamber
State Capitol

Albany, New Ynrk 12224

This letter was prepared by the Astoclation's Committee on :
Municilpal Affairs.
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LEONAND Q, NNKIN

) COUNBELOR AT Law R “"":; =
W\ 700 WHITE PLAING ROAD L K )
(- N ROCM 240 '
i SCARBDALE. NEW YORK 1
NE N IEW YORK 10883
k / / P14 . 4T2.4300
\\ June 15, 1971

Hon. MichaeIHWhitemun

.. Executive Chambexr

State Capitol
é}buny, New York 12224

Honorable 38ir:

I am compelled to write to correct an erroneous impression given

by tha letter of June.ll, 1971 addressed to you by the chairman of
the State Lagislation Committee of the Association of the Bar of the
city of New York, which letter disapproved hill A-7008A. '

That letter was indicated to have been prepared by the Municipal
Affunirs Committee of the Association. It was not., The membexs of
that Committee were not consulted with reference to the contents of
tha letter, nor were their views polled concerning A-7005A.  'The letter
wag drafted by a few members of this committee who were not in“any
manner authorized to speak on behalf of the committee. ' It therefore

i represents only their personal views. ;

Regrettably two of the drafters of that letter represent Community
School Board #3. (One is a former member of that Board.) You are
probably aware that this district is the one which lnaugurated the
campaign to dilute the academic requirements for admisaion to the
Bronx High School of Science., They therafore have a Bubsatantial com-~
mittinent to the defeat of this pefce of leginlation. .

Unfortunately the letter distorts the plain meaning and intent of
A-7005A. 1Tt states: “The bill...would...requirs that admissions to
the three special high schools in New York City...be determined solely
by taking a competitive, objective, and gcholastic achievement examin-
ation, tha students with tho higheat scores being admitted..."

It significantly omits to state thet the bill specifically permits a
secnrnd maane of admisslon to these schools - the "disiovery program®

&7
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Pepdon,

for "disadvantaged students", The bill provides that diandvantaged
students 'who do not score sufficiently high on the compatitive exam-
ination may be permitted to enter through this program., Tha basis for
such selection is semi-cbjective. The bill in no way limits eithexr
the number or percentage of such students who may. be admitted in-this

manner. ‘It does require that all students who enter the upscialimed ) -

achools through this channel be required to take and pansia‘’preparatory
summer program to insure that they will be able "to nuccessfully oope
with the apecial high school program". .

vVery clearly then this plece of legislation represents a policy de~
cision by the leglslature that efforts to provide "compensatory" educa-
tional opportunity to disadvantaged students by wmeans of admisaion to
the specialized high schoola ba limited only by the naceaaity of main-

-taining the academic ntandarda of these schools.

7ae letter advances the argument that thia determination is a matter

of educational expertise and should have been left to the educational -
establishment. ‘The argument is zpecious. The issue involved is purely
and simply one of ‘value judgment and policy decision. Particularly
during the preseni; City Administration, our aducational establishment
has been indulging in soclial engineering under the guise of exercising
educational expartise, On the vhole the resulta. have been: unhappy: 1In
passing A-7005A tlie legiaslature has fared its obligation, as reprasenta-
tive nf the peopla, to determine policy. Thie is axactly ae it ahould

be.

I do not know the personal feelings of all of the members of the Munici~-
pal Affalrs Committee regarding the lettexr or the bill. I would Hope and
expect that the consensus would be that neither the Committee nor the
Asmociation should take any position regarding this type of legislation.
The "elitist” premise implicit in a grouwp of lawyers expressing their
pexrsonal value judgments as a "professional® opinion on a matter of
policy determined by the elected representatives of our State offends

my sense aof democracy.

Sincerely,

Ii:;_j%u.uu (/ o

LEONARD 4G, BBI

LGB AV
Qs
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20 WEST 40 STREET, NEW YORK, REW YORK 10018 212-524 - 2875

June 4, 1971 i:ﬁ“
,.-" 1]
. ﬁ)tﬁ ”
Hon. Michael Whiteman g
P

Counsel to the Governor
Executive Chambher
Albany, New York

|

We are writing to urge Governor Rockefeller to;veto
Asgembly 'Aill No. 7005-A. A G gt

Dear Mr, Whiteman:

We believe in the concept of specialized-high schools
and feel that they should be maintained as part of 'the
pubiic school system. We also believe that. along with
maintenance and pregervation goes the responsibility of
improving them to meet the needs of the chiidren of our
city. Along these lines, Chancellox Scribnexr has renently
appointed a study committee to reexamine.admission proce-
dures to ascertaln whether all students are given.a fair
and equal opportunity to enter these specialized schoolsa.
This study should certainly go forward und its recom-:
mendationas for improvement seriously considerad. They
should not be encumbered by the present leyislation” that
mandates that-there is only one avenue for admission.

PHat decision should be a local one and decidad only after
thorough and thoughtful review. ‘ 2

With respect to subdivieion (1) of the bill, we
believe that the maintenance of a discovery program’
should not be based on ranked order of entrance examina-
tion scores. These examinations have queiiti“azole:validity
in measuring the true potential of disadvantaqgel’ ttudentas,
and it would be educationally very unsodnd to admit such
students strictly en the basls of rank order sgores on
such examinations. o

Lastly, we believe this legislation would have
exactly the opposite effect from that intended by lts
supporters, that is preservation of the 'special schools.
1t ls seen on the part of many in the minority communities

43
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Mr. Whiteman -2- ‘June 4, 1971

as vindictive legislation directed against them.  As

such it will breed resentment toward these schools, ratﬂérf

than respect, and will hurt their chances for survival in
the long run.

Knowing the Governor's strong commitment in the past
to quality education, we hope he will sariously ennsider
these comments and veto AssamblyJ%&ll‘No.a?OOSrh.

DSS:fm

50
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:(212) 254 6300

‘and Sclence

“86h00! 0i Enginpering

‘May 17, 1971

Governor Nelson Rockefeller = e
Governor'n Manalon o ( i
Albany, New York ty )K'J" L

.‘f .‘"’
‘;} ;'r t- \ s

Dear Governor Rockd=ller,

Aa an educator who for almost 25 years has had extensive experlence
in higher education with alumni of all the specialized high ehools
of New York City, I most strongly urge your support for and govern-
atorial approval of the Calandra-Hecht Bill (85668, A7005) whieh
wouid require that admission to these sshools be based ‘only on ae-
ademis promise, as demonstrated by examinatlione and previous achool
record, except for up %o 1/8 of the admittees who would come. in on
the Discovery Program for previcusly educa®ionally dlsadvantaged
pupils,

As I personslly well lmow, the alunnl of these ;. acdkoolsa, ‘who were
alded immeasurably in their development by the curriculum and the °
level of education they had been aeble to recelve tecause of the qual-’
1ty of the student body, have developed intc leaders in the dlseiplines
of technology, the Bclences and the arta wherein evaluation o'!‘_g_xeel- )
lence muet be golor-blind.

Unlega this bill is legislated, the future of these schools is period-
{celly in Jeopardy.. The City, the Stote, and indeed the nation can-
not lightly bear the lose of these sources of uncommon men and wo-

men .
Reapect fully yours,

(:{ . O-.D—x..cn.-k. it 4_9.!»&4.:"'

A. Aaron Yalow,[ PN, D,
Professor of Phpalls

AAY /dd
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SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION,

NEW YORK STATE

INC,

111 Woshington Avenue = Albony, New York 12210
Tsluphone B8 448.3474

June 4, 1971

o
.
M

The Honorable Michael Whitaman
Coungel to the Jovernor bt
Executive Chamber '
The Capitol’

Albany, New York 12224

Dear Mr, Whiteman:

We have your request for our commenta conecerning
ATO005~A by Mr, Hecht el el which would amend the Education
Law in relation to the pstablishment and maintenance of
special high-schoole in the Clty of New York,

This bil) not only suthorizes the establiphment of
special high schools in New York City, but i1t slso
egteblinghes the criterla for entrance to such schools.

Statutory entrance requiremenis for seecondary. schools

have several ghortacmings. They impose legisletive judg-

ment over that of educational authorities. They are
inflexdible in a pariod of rapid change., They prevent the
people .who are responsible for the operdtion of the ashool
from meking any meaningful declsions regerding the solection

of wtudents.

For thess reasons this Association respectfully requests .
that the Governor veto this measuras.

.‘Jinccraly yours,

¢ i D
HVERETT R. DYER q
Executive Director

ERD/Fjls

,
o..
[
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OFFICERS: —

CHAINMAN

MR. CHARLEB L. CURRAN
YOoHURSNS

Viee CHAINMAN

. DR, MAYT A, BAJEWBK!
BLIPPALO

YarAsuREH

Mna, JoHN N, DiLL
YOMRERA

BECRETADY

Mu. James F. GALLAGHER
YOQNNIRB

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: =

"D, MATT A. GAJLWSKL ™

BUYPALD

‘MR, MURRY BERGTRAUM
NEW YAk

MAA; ROBERT R, PHILLIPS
AOCHEIITEY

1 MA. DouotAl H, CooN
OYHACUBR

Mn, CHARLES L. CURRAN
YOHREAD

\ \ /”:f Hl

r~\£ONFERENCE OF LARGE CITY 7
‘J BOARDS OF EDUCATION

\
\
L L \
D Lot M WASHINGTON AVENUE - ALBANY, NEW YORK 12210

June 23, 1971

Hon. Michael Whiteman
Counsel to the Governor
Executive Chambers
State Capitol

Albany, New York 12224

Dear Mr. Whiteman:

EXgouTive SBALAETARY
IRVING GOLDHEEAD

Re: A 7005-A/S 30052

This legislation appears to be a first atep in having
the Legislature determine educational policy., Isaues un-
related to the educational needs of young peopie could tend

to determine these policies,

I would therefore strongly urgys disapproval of thia '

proposed legialation.

Very truly yours,

//

i Vin{' Guldbcl‘
LExecfitive Secr

1G:gl

tary
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260 Park Avenue South
New York, N, Y. 10010
BPring 7.7500
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f UNITED Federation of Teachers

-'_ ’ LOCAL 2 « AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS, AFL-CIO

Afflliared with Mew Yorh Siaty AFL-CIO, New Yorb Clty Contral Labor Counell,
wipice Siate Pederation of Tsachen

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF A, 70053

PROVISIONS OF THE BILL

i Amsnds the educatlon law to malntain the special high schools in New
York Cley.

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT

Thesu schools were established back in Mayor Lacuardla's administra-
tion. Throughout the years they have been the pride of the New York
city educational system. Thelr studants have won more than their
shure of Regents, Westinghouse and Natdonal Merit scholarships,

a5 The parents of these students have been Involved in the schools to a
R much greater degree than parents in other lulgh schdols,

L In order to enable more Black and Puerto Rican children tc qualify for
- these schools, a special Discovery program was Initiated. These stu-
w3 dents who are recemmended by their junior high schocl are glven an

. intensive course during the summer before entry in order to be alle to

kerp up with the other dtudents.

4 we belleve that the fears of the students and parents that the schoola
were In danger of disolution will be laid to rest by the enactment of

this legislation.

We \Urge your support.

éé,,/ (. DLl it (lllee %)/‘M

UBEN W, MITCHELL ALICE F. MARSN
Nssoclate Legislative Repressntative Leglslative Representative
opuedu;133
RWM:AFM:sa
6/10/71

3;
oo
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' New York State Council of Churches

3049 Eal.;\t Genesee Street, Syracuse, N. Y. 10224

!

Telephone 3154466131

N 5, ) ‘,
. Reve Kenmrrn A, ‘Rnamxumr '”.'.‘;-' : Rusor W, Ralen Wanp REV, Rosexr B Baxry
 General Secrelary ).\ (Y’ Pasident Diractor of Chrhitien

r Ry, Axrittn C, TEnmies = \.\ o . Edugoiion .

: Direetor of Church Planning A '\‘. \ Rzy. Roxixr T, Cona
. and Research N M Direetar of Life and Work
< Rey, STANLRY E. SKINNER \ Rxv, Cranmy i, fenum

Dirvactor of Church Planning Di*eclor of Nadonment
oo - Development

ol Devalopment

i o . June 15, 1871

!

" MEMORANDUM on A. 7005.A - to-amend the educatdion law in relation:

N te the establishment and maintenance »f
iy special high schools in New York City.

We approve, -no comment.

{ Por the Legislative Commission

Rev. Robert T, Cobb, Directar
The Legislative Commission

R'I'C/es



